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PREFACE

Literacy in a National or foreign language is a two-step skill for
those who do not speak it as their mother topgue, If such persons become
literate first in their own vernacular, the second step, learning the second
language, is much easier, fuster, and more enjoyvable. 1t is for Lhis reason
that this set of charls angd primers has been prepared for the Bilaan peo-
ple. The Bilaans will cross the bridge into mastery of the Filipino Nation-
al Language and other languages more easily and quickly if they learn Lo
read their own language first.

The consonants of Bilaan are:b, k, d, [, g, h, I, m, n, ng, s, t, w, vy,
and glotlal stop shown as ., They are pronounced as in Llhe Filipino
National language (Tagalog), wilh the exception of “I'’, which is pro-
nounced as in Spanish. An unusual contrasl exists in Bilaan in that cer-
tain words such as sangwas ‘to play’ are pronounced san.gwas and nol, as
might be expected sang.was nor sang.gwas. These contrast with other
words such as tming.gal ‘to shoot’, in which Lhere is a true ng sound at the
end of Lthe first syllable. Since the syllable as in san.gwas occurs, however,
only at a boundary between an affix and a word base, and since the
number of cases in which it contrasts with an ng.g or ng.w lype sequence
are relalively few, it is assumed that the symbolizing of this conlrast
may be omitted without undue ambiquily. Stress always falls on the
final syllable of a word base.

The vowels. a, e, i, 0, and u, are similyr 1o Lhose in Spanish, There
are two additionazl vowels, a, which is similarto a, but formed farther
back in Lhe mouth, and a, the pepet vowel. which is pronounced very
mueh like the corresponding vowel in the Pangasinan language.

Alliance Publications wishes to express its apprecialion to James
and Gladys Dean and Miss Alice Lindquist, of the Summer Institute of
Linguisties, for the linguistic work and illustralions of these malerials.



TakAl SukA na Maan
mda di bulul, di galwala

dule amlok. Too mawag di
bulul. Takmifuh kal ala. Tco

daa blatik tu di langit. Nun
bulan di langit. Taan Suka
too fya dad blatik td di

langit. Manan di kana Maan,
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de|e] gi|to

dee gito

le

bt
\‘_ﬂ'r
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Det i dagit i dad blatik
dee?

Man Maan, Blatik fali
Nun blatik fali ditu mala
gito fali. Akdaa to mala ala
fali ani. Taanla blatik fali.

Man Suka, Too fya bulan,
Ma4. To mimo dad blatik na
bulan? Too daa blatik tu di

langit. To mimo dala’
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du |An dwa|ta sma |lak

duan dwata smalak

Man Mag, Dwata mimo
dala. Akdaa ditd di langit

Dwata mimd dala.

Smalak Suka,

Kan ku taan ato dad
blatik na bulan di kifuh, 1a
di mdu? Nun du, la taan ato
bulan. I.a taan ato dad

blatik. Det i duanan?
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mal wa | [du ngan| |al|gi|ling

malwa dungan algiling

al|ni but| |tal/na tag[sxm\tgh

A

alnibut tana tagsantah

Man Maan,

Ye mimo dun i tand na
langit algiling. Alnibut i tana
1 du. Ku tagsantah i du,
tamdu, na tatoo malwa.
TAaan ato i1 du. LLa taan ato
1 bulan na dad blatik. Ku
tagsandungan i du taAn ato
dad blatik na bulan. La

taAan ato 1 du.
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Det i dAma nimo i Dwata’

Nimoan i kdaan. Nimoan
i kdaa kbawah dalmanat.
Nimoan dad kayo, dad
bulak, i kdaa kbawah 1 dad
tmabo. Na le i dad to.
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gma | dA | san |fa | la

gmada | sanfala

N
I ijrz/\An nimo Dwata.
Man i nga lagi,
Too fya gadA aye. KayAgu
gmadA dama dA. Det i
gugmadAaam ani?

b



\

tna | lu
tnald

Man Maan,

Nun Iliblu gugmadA ato
tulanan i tnald i Dwata i
kdaa nimoan. Daa tulanan.
Too fya sanfala dun

O fya, Ma, man SukA.
Too {ya samfala liblu i

Dwata.
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Fusuk ala di lam gumnaA.

O Mayay, O Tifay, man
SukA na Maan.

O SukaA, O M4, man dad
libun. Det 1 tninggalyu di

bulul, man? X



La toon daa, man Ma. Lo
satu gules na satu angok,

gu | les a | ngok
gules angok
fa | bal | tik

~ fabaltik

na satu tukay anuk.

Bitil gamo, man Mayay’

Too gami bitil. Tamimo
aknaan? Fabaltikyu
tnate 1 tukay anuk. Tooyu

2AMO

fansya.
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Haa Ma manla.

Blatik ala mimod aknaan.
LLa mlon tatagah i knaan na
Ma na SukA takmaan ala.
Too fansyAa nimodla 1 tukay

anuk.
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